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Mr. Brooks will discuss the public health water testing program and predictive 
management of  shellfish harvest areas in southwest Florida.The Florida 
Department of  Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) protects public health 
by testing the water for bacterial contamination and red tide organisms on a regular 
basis statewide.FDACS relies upon its many partners, including Rookery Bay 
National Estuarine Research Reserve.FDACS staff  reopen temporarily closed 
shellfish harvest waters based upon water test results or in the case of  red tide, good 
water test results and non-toxic shellfish meat samples.A brief  explanation of  red 
tide and its effects on the shellfish industry will be provided, and, if  time permits, an 
overview of  clam aquaculture in SW Florida, detailing activities in the Ten 
Thousand Islands and Gasparilla/Pine Island Sound areas. 
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