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Connecting people
with Southwest Florida’s
dynamic estuarine

environment through
education, engagement and
stewardship by supporting

the Rookery Bay
National Estuarine
Research Reserve



Established in 1987, the Friends of
Rookery Bay (FORB) is the non-
profit citizen support organization that
helps provide community support for
and involvement in the Rookery Bay
National Estuarine Research Reserve.
FORB operates a membership
program to give individuals and
organizations ways to become
engaged with Reserve activities. The
group also presents the Batfish Bash
for the Bay signature fundraising event
to raise funds to supplement the state
and federal dollars that are budgeted
for the Reserve’s operation.

FORB supports a variety of research,
education and stewardship activities,
and the 2011-12 year was a dynamic
range of

one filled with a wide
achievements.

The Reserve’s shark research program
received the national spotlight when
a segment of “Ocean Mysteries with
Jeff Corwin” was filmed in the Ten
Thousand Islands. The nationally-
syndicated program featured fisheries
biologist Pat O’Donnell, who provided
logistic assistance to two of his
research peers from the Georgia and
Florida Aquariums investigating stress
levels on wild caught sharks for better
care in captivity.

The Reserve also received national
prominence when it was awarded an

$815,000 research grant by NOAA's
Science Collaborative Grant Program.
Results from the planned three-year
water use project and allocation
study will be used to guide water
management efforts and improve
water quality in Henderson Creek,
the primary source of fresh water for
Rookery Bay. Improving water quality
and creating healthier environmental
conditions directly supports Collier
County’s economy by sustaining
habitats critical for the success
of sport fishing, ecotourism and
recreational boating.

Managing the land and waters within

the 110,000-acre Reserve are an

important component of our mission,

so staff were pleased to announce

that Phase IA of the Fruit Farm Creek

restoration project was underway.

The project is reestablishing a historic

tidal channel adjacent to the Steven’s

Landing community near Marco Island

and ultimately will restore 64 acres

of mangrove forests. The project is

funded through a U.S. Fish & Wildlife

Service grant, private donations and

in-kind donations from Gulfshore Site
Development and Evans Engineering.
Partners include Coastal Resources
Group, the Ecology Group and the
Conservancy of Southwest Florida.

Going back in time, Reserve staff
partnered with the Florida Public
Archaeology Network using ground
penetrating radar to delineate
historic cemetery boundaries
and identify additional
gravesites within the Reserve.
The Little Marco Settlement,
which appeared between
Naples and Marco Island
in the 1880s, was home to
pioneering families such as
the Kirklands. While several
graves at the burial plot had
previously been identified
and marked with modest

.\ shell tabby slabs, several

other graves were unmarked.
The paddling public applauded when

. the Isles of Capri Paddlecraft Park

opened, marking the first of its kind
in Collier County. Financed by grants
from Florida DEP and designed to
provide access to outstanding Florida
waters typically too shallow for boaters
to enjoy, the park is managed by
Collier County Parks and Recreation
and provides a ramp for non-motorized
vessels, a bathroom and covered
picnic pavilions as well as overflow
parking for boaters from the Collier
Boulevard boat ramp.

Greg Munson; Randy McCormick, Rookery Bay Reserve
Assistant Manager; Barry Williams, Collier County
Director of Parks & Recreation; Donna Fiala, Collier
County Commission; Gary Lytton, Rookery Bay Reserve
Director; Leo Ochs, Collier County Manager.

Back atthe Rookery Bay Environmental
Learning Center, visitors were happy
to start greeting Samuel, one of two
resident gopher tortoises in  the
new exhibit built along the entrance
walkway.




Friends of Rookery Bay gratefully
acknowledges the support
received from July 1, 2011 through
June 30, 2012. Every effort was
made to include all supporters.

If you note an omission, please
contact us at friends@rookerybay.
org or 239-417-6310 x409.

Batfish Bash for the Bay
Sponsors

Arthrex

Artistic Science
Botanical Gardens
David M. Jones
Florida Talent
Goetzelman

JRobert

MarineMax

Naples lllustrated
Russell’'s Clambakes

Party of All Parties
Sponsors

Costco Naples

Life in Naples

Marco Island Marriott Beach
Resort

Naples Florida Weekly
Naples News Media Group

Whale Tales

(summer education program)
Sponsors

GreenLinks Golf Villas at Lely
Resort

Grants
Collier County Tourist
Development Council

Corporations and

Foundations

Biobrands, LLC

ExxonMobil Foundation Matching
Gift

Marriott International

Marco Island Marriott Beach
Resort

NERRA QOil Spill Expense Fund
National Christian Foundation/Mr.
and Mrs. Larry Schmidt, Sr.

North American Canoe Tours, Inc.
Pelican Bay Rotary Club, Inc.
Scottrade, Inc. (In honor of student
volunteer Zac Liptak)

WalMart Foundation

WalMart Supercenter

Individual Donations
Christopher Alston (In memory of
Jean Barden)

Andrew and Tara Adragna
Christine L. Archey

Dolores U. Arena

Alex Badami

Scott and Heather Badami

James and Amy Baker

John Baker

William and Gretchen Baldus
Fred and Karen Barton

William and Joanne Beach

Ted and Jinny Below

Gene and Sandy Benvenuto
Tony and Phyllis Bernosky
Jerry and Cathy Berry

Birgit E. Biesing (In memory of
Ann Waldeman)

Elizabeth Black

Jeanne Bolds

Clay and Karin Brooker

Sandra Brownlee Fox

Alison Byers

Laurada Byers

John and Cachianis

Dan and Jennifer Campbell
Doug and Nancy Campbell
Cindy Carroll

Nikkie Carroll

Ray and Pat Carroll

Rob Carroll

Pamela Caslowitz

John and Carolyn Chesney
Annette Cicero

Stefanie Cove

Robert and Laverne Davy
Bruce and Gail Devlin

Marilyn Dimas

Ronald J. Echols

Julie Edminster

Scott Faulker

Leonor Fletcher

Christina Flores

Chuck and Sue Freeman
Dominic and Susan Freshwater
Chuck Gainan

Todd and Kathleen Gallion
(Marlene Kayne Memorial Fund)
Robert Galloway

Joan and Hugh M. Garrett (In
memory of Jean Borden)

Adam and Ashley Gerry

John and Krista Goede

David and Carrie Gordley

Rob and Sherri Grassi

Libbey Haesther (Marlene Kayne
Memorial Fund)

William H. and Mary E. Holleman
Scott Hopkins

Lynn Hurley

John and Judy Hushon
Frederick J. Kayne (Marlene
Kayne Memorial Fund)

Jeffrey Kazin (In memory of
Charles Arnold)

Richard and Marylou Klene
(Marlene Kayne Memorial Fund)
Kristy Knudsen

Marilyn Kostelnik (In memory of
Jean Barden)

Marianne Kramer

Mike and Linda Kropp

Larry Lawrence

Harold Lee

Chris Lombardo

Steve and Sandy MacEachern
Mike and Kim McCaffery
Andrew and Barbara McElwaine
Joe and Sissy McMackin

Tara L. McGraw

Janet M. Maupay (In memory of

Charles Arnold)

Joseph and Caroline Martino
Fred and Audrey Metcalfe
Betsy Mitchell

Robert Murray

Steve and Lynn Mutart

Louise R. Neat (Marlene Kayne
Memorial Fund)

Jack O’Brien

Bill and Jennifer Owens
Christopher Pennington (In
memory of Charles Arnold)
Paige Penna

Leonard and Virginia Pennington
(In memory of Charles Arnold)
Frank and Maryann Perucci
Richard and Lesa Peterson
Ronald and Jane Peterson

Jim and Reiko Ray

William Rheiner

David and Kathleen Ridenour
Arthur and Susan Ritas

Bruce Robertson

Edson and Lisa Robertson
Malcolm and Nancy Robertson
Cy and Barbi Ryan

Sam and Amy Saad

Michael Sanyour

Anne E. Schneider (In honor of
Bruce Robertson)

James Schwai

Geraldine M. and Ronald Schulte
Craig Seibert

Cathy Sharif

Kevin Sheets

John and Adrienne J. Simonelli
(Marlene Kayne Memorial Fund)
Mary and Nicholas Simonelli
(Marlene Kayne Memorial Fund)
Charlie and Paula Skillern
Russell and Melinda Smith
Sharda and Spahr

Tom and Melissa Speech

Clay and Judee Von Seldeneck
Kevin Stanton

Brian Swartout

Peter Takos

Lauris and Marsha Turck
Michaela Vettermann-Sela
Donovan and Pamela Vezin (In
memory of Charles Arnold)
Alba Villegas

Marlene Villegas

Clay and Judee Von Seldeneck
Fred and Linda Walker (Marlene
Kayne Memorial Fund)

Paula Walker

Emily Watt

Paul and Jory Westberry

Jerry and Chusid Williamson
Tasha Wilson

Tad and Phoebe Wise

Dewey and Marjorie Workinger

In-Kind
Sally M. Woliver & Assoc., Inc.

Batfish Bash Auction ltem

Donors

Agressor Fleet

Bob Berlam

Clyde Butcher/ Big Cypress
Gallery

Bricktop’s

Calusa Pines Golf Club
Capital Grille

Pat and Ray Carroll

Cedar Bay Yacht Club

Club at Grandezza

Donald Day

Everglades Adventures
Florida Panther National Wildlife
Refuge

Chuck Gainan

Golf Club of the Everglades
Dennis Goodman

Dennis Gormley

Great Bay NERR

Guy Harvey, Inc.

Hideout Golf Club

Patrick Higgins

Hilton Marco Island Beach Resort
and Spa

Hilton Naples

Scott Hopkins/Naples Bay Resort
Judy Hushon

Ivey House

J.N. Ding Darling National Wildlife
Refuge

Lennar Homes

M Waterfront Grille

Ellice McCoy-Ullrich/Southern
Wines

Marco Island Marriott Beach
Resort

Marco Island Water Sports
Miami Children’s Museum
Miami Science Museum
Naples Beach Hotel

Naples Botanical Garden
Naples Zoo

Old Naples Surf Shop

Rocky Patel

Ronald and Jane Peterson
Pierre & Harry Pearls

Jim and Reiko Ray
Ritz-Carlton, Naples

Robert of Philadelphia

Bruce Robertson

Rookery Bay National Estuarine
Research Reserve

Rose Marina Marco Island
Russell’'s Clambakes

Don Schulte
SCUBAdventures

Scott Smith/Quail West

Mead Sommers

Shari Summers/Summerfields
The Clay Place

Trianon Hotel

Todd Turrell

Twin Eagles

Up A Creek Kayak Tours
Vergina



Membership in Friends of Rookery Bay offers many benefits to our supporters while ensuring that these contributions
help the Friends support the scientists and educators working at Rookery Bay Reserve. Members at our highest support
levels are recognized in our annual report. Learn more about membership and renew online at rookerybay.org.

Manatee

Pelican Bay Rotary Club
Janet Price

William Rheiner

Patron

Nancy and Frank Mores
Douglas Peterson

Stephen and Sharda Spahr
Van Williams

Contributing

Michael Assaf

James Cronin

Robert Davy

Michael Dury

Dr. Julie Edmister

Craig and Cathy Fenton
Albert and Pat Nolan—Knox
Bruce Robertson
James Smallidge

John and Marge Tunnell
Dick Wakefield

Emily Watt

Tom and Joyce Watts- Fletcher
Paul Westberry

Board of Directors 2011-12

Bruce Robertson (President)

Christian Spilker* (Vice President)
Collier Enterprises

Robert E. Davy (Secretary)
Robert E. Davy, Jr. & Associates

Harold P. “Skip” Lee (Treasurer)

Clay C. Brooker
Cheffy Passidomo

Pat Carroll*
Carroll and Carroll

Bob Galloway
Walmart Supercenter

The Frlends of
Rookery BAY

Friends of Rookery Bay
300 Tower Road
Naples, FL 34113

239-417-6310 x409
friends @rookerybay.org
rookerybay.org

_f

facebook.com/friendsofrookerybay

David C. Gordley
Iberia Bank

James Ray
Fifth Third Bank

Susan Calkins Ritas*
Sharda J. Spahr

Michael Tighe
Marco Island Marriott Beach Resort

Paul Westberry
*term ended June 30, 2011
Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research

Reserve Administrator
Gary Lytton





