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Friends of Rookery Bay 
Year in Review

Connecting people with Southwest Florida’s dynamic estuarine environment 
in support of the Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve.



financial support
5th Annual Batfish Bash for the Bay proceeds top $100,000 Nearly 200 guests 
enjoyed a silent auction amidst the aquariums and art gallery, sunset and cocktails overlooking 
Henderson Creek, and a live auction followed by dinner and dancing on the center’s back lawn on March 
15, 2014. A special auction category called “Fund-a-Need” raised a record-setting $9,300 to help purchase 
a Utility Terrain Vehicle (UTV) for use by the Reserve’s research and resource management staff to map 
the shoreline, work on prescribed fires, remove debris from the beach, and more. 

Adventure Race Forty-five adventurous athletes hit the trails and waters of Henderson Creek as 
part of the 4th annual Rookery Bay Adventure Race, presented by Up A Creek Kayak tours on December 
7, 2013. Crisp, cool air temperatures and bright sunny skies made perfect weather on the 3k kayak 
course and 4k run across the Observation Bridge and around the nature trails behind the Environmental 
Learning Center. Prizes were awarded to the top finishers in eight categories. In total, $1,466.29 was 
raised for the Friends of Rookery Bay .

Sponsorships and Donations  The Friends of Rookery Bay celebrated a $10,000 donation 
from the Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation for the renovation of a mullet skiff used in high school education 
programs provided by Rookery Bay Reserve. Reps from the Foundation, together with marine science 
students and faculty from Lely High School, Reserve staff, and other partners, “unveiled” the boat, which 
was outfitted with a new motor and Guy Harvey designed hull wrap, before taking it out on the water for 
an education program.

Membership This year our membership has grown to over 500 strong. Over the past decade 
declining state and federal budgets have made this annual income critical for the preservation of some of 
the Reserve’s stewardship, research, and educational programs.a



Friends of Rookery Bay supporters
Batfish Bash  
Auction Donors
Arsenault Studio 
Artistic Science 
Bass Pro Shop 
Bob Berlam 
Frank Berna 
Bistro 821 
Elizabeth Black 
Bleu Provence 
Big Cypress Gallery 
Capri Fish House 
Carroll and Carroll 
Amy Cason 
Chez Boet French Restaurant 
Steve Chrobak 
CJ’s on the Bay 
Conservancy of SW Florida 
Karen Cullinen 
Berry, Day & McFee, P.A. 
Julie Edmister 
Fiddlers Creek 
Findictive Charters 
Fingernail Finesse 
Terry Fisher 
Fleming’s Steakhouse 
Florida Panther NWR 
Freefertlizer.com 
Dennis Goodman Photogra-
phy 
GTM NERR 
Guy Harvey, Inc. 
Hair Design by Avantgarde 
Hamilton Harbor Yacht Club 
Roger Hammer 
Colombus Zoo 
Agressor Fleet 
Hawthrone Suites 
Heartland Dental 
TropicBird Ecotours, Inc. 
Hilton Naples  

John & Judy Hushon 
Hyatt Place 
Int’l Game Fish Association 
Island Gypsy Cafe 
Isles of Capri Marina 
Jack Kenner 
Kensington Golf & Country 
Club 
Key West Aquarium 
EK Consulting, Inc. 
LaPlaya Beach & Golf Resort 
Charlie Lostracco 
Lowe’s Home Improvement 
Chris MacFarlane 
Marco Island Marriott Beach 
Resort 
Marco Island Princess 
Marco Island Water Sports 
MarineMax 
Matthews & Gardner 
Mystic Aquarium 
Ted Naftel 
Naples Bay Resort Boat Rent-
als 
Naples Botanical Garden 
Naples Daily News 
Naples Flatbread 
Naples Originals 
Naples Outfitters Company 
Naples Princess 
Naples Soap Company 
Old Naples Surf Shop 
Paradise Jewelry 
PGA Tour Superstore 
Physicians Regional Health-
care  
Premiere Plus Realty 
Pure Naples Excursions 
Quail West Golf & Country 
Club 
Radisson Ft George Hotel 
Larry Regienezuk 

Robert of Philadelphia 
Rookery Bay NERR 
Rose Marina Marco Island 
Royal Palm Country Club 
Scuba Outfitters of Naples 
Craig Seibert 
Silver Bluff Animal Clinic 
Snook Inn  
Charles Sobczak 
Southern Wine & Spirits 
Sports Authority 
St. Augustine Sailing 
Stage 62 Deli  
SW FL Soccer Foundation 
John Sweeney 
Sweet Liberty 
Harriette Tax 
Thalheimers Jewelers 
The Arlington of Naples 
The Blue Heron 
The Clay Place 
The Dolphin Explorer  
The Florida Aquarium 
The Great Bay Stewards 
The Naples Players 
Perfect 10 Training 
The Strand 
The Turtle Club 
Tiburon Golf Club Ritz  
Tito’s Vodka 
Total Wine & More 
Treviso Bay  
Trivoli Bays Reserve 
Turrell, Hall & Associates 
Up A Creek Kayak Tours 
Waldorf Astoria- Naples 
Paul Westberry 
Roger Weston 
Pam Wood

Batfish Bash Guests
Phyllis	 Andersen 

Paul & Eileen Arsenault 
Tony Bernosky 
Elizabeth Black 
Jon & Susan Bremseth 
Gary & Patty Broad 
Clay & Lauren Brooker 
Leo & Faye Bruso 
John & Judith Burke 
Jorge & Gisselle Calleja 
Len & Karyn Capozzo 
Ray & Pat Carroll 
Greg Curry 
Elizabeth D’Anjou 
Steve & Susan Dantus 
Castor & Linda Diaz 
Larry Dulski 
Monica Dwyer 
Julie Edmister 
Josh & Shelby Evans 
Sean Fedak 
John & Donna Flammang 
Patricia Forkan 
Allen & Debbie Galbut 
Robert & Pamela Galloway 
Adam & Ashley Gerry 
George  & Pat Gilbert 
Shannon & Robin Holland 
Lisette Holmes 
John & Judy Hushon 
Keith & Joanne Hussey 
Kathy Hutton 
Allen & Bethann Kassman 
Jack Kenner 
Robert & Erika Klus 
Lisa Koehler 
Marianne Kramer 
John & Kristin Langeloh 
Chris & Nancy Lombardo 
Sean Lux 
Gary Lytton 
Tom & Jean Maday 
Joan Matheis 



The Friends of Rookery Bay helps Reserve staff address many challenges in 
managing coastal lands and waters through fundraising and memberships.

Richard & Jami McCormick 
Harold & Patsy McDonald 
Sara Medeiros 
Margaret & Jim Mitchell 
John & Cynthia Obey 
John Orman 
Roderick & Sue Price 
Jim Pugh 
John & Marsha Pulling 
Rob & Donna Reiley 
William Rheiner 
Bruce Robertson 
Kelly Samek 
James & Joan Schwai 
Craig & Karla Seibert 
Clay Von Seldeneck 
Scott & Becky Sharon 
Dawn Snyder 
Bob & Ginny Stevens 
Jocelyn Sturdivent 
Paul  Tateo 
Harriette Tax 
Penny Taylor 
Brian Thorson 
Marvin & Joan Tomlin 
Dianne Turner 

Scott & Terrilyn VanGorder 
Daren & Maureen Wells 
Neville Williams 
Helen Willis 
Curt  & Stacy Witthoff 
Deborah & Bill	 Woods 
Aaron & Angie Zolbrad

Supporters 
Carabba’s 
Conservancy of SW Florida 
Costco 
Fresh Market 
Marco Island Shell Club 
Minto 
Olde Naples Surf Shop 
PURE Naples 
RGB Internet Systems 
WalMart 
 

Contributing 
Members
Kathleen Abraham 
Lyle Ackerman 
David Bower 
Lou Ann Brown 

J. Brad Burke 
Albert Calvario 
James P. Cronin 
Dr. Julie Edmister 
Betsy & Ted Eismeier 
Kathy & Craig Fenton 
Ferdinand Isserman 
Jonathon Jensen 
Bethann & Allen Kassman  
Marilyn & Jon McCollister 
Mary McTosh 
Marie Navikas 
Janet Prince 
Jean Renard 
Robert Schultheis 
Katherine & James Shaw 
Ginger & Mark Shepherd 
Mary Shevlin 
Kenneth Sumner 
Marge & John Tunnell 
Kathy & Larry Turns 
Dick Wakefield  
Joyce & Tom Watts-Fletcher  
Timothy Webster 
Judith & Steven Wlodarczyk 
Jean Marie Zeller 

Friends of Rookery Bay – a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization – gratefully acknowledges the support received from July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014. 
Every effort was made to include all supporters. If you note an omission, please contact friends@rookerybay.org or 239-530-5971.



connecting students with science
Marine Science Student Film Premiere 
Throughout the 2013-14 school year, Lely High School 
teamed up with Rookery Bay Reserve and Discovery 
Education to research, develop and produce short videos 
about environmental issues facing their community. The 
Friends of Rookery Bay donated cameras for students to 
use to film their projects and a cash award to the winning 
student team in the 2nd annual film premiere on April 30.
 
Dr. Prager Engages Middle School Students
In celebration of Everglades Day, Rookery Bay Reserve 
offered lectures by nationally-renowned marine biologist 
and author Dr. Ellen Prager. Dr. Prager spoke to 280 
students from Manatee Middle School, sharing stories and 
images from her adventures as a scientist, and reading 
clips from her about-to-be released new book, Shark 
Whisperer.   The Friends helped sponsor copies of the new 
book that were provided to each student. 

Exploring the Estuary
Rookery Bay Reserve staff and volunteers provide student 
education programs at the Environmental Learning 
Center and on the water. This year education programs 
served nearly 1,000 fourth graders, more than 500 high 
school students, and dozens of student groups from 
middle schools, colleges, universities, and other learning 
institutions in the community and beyond.

Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve
The Reserve protects 110,000 acres of coastal lands and waters in southwest 
Florida that serve as an outdoor classroom and laboratory for students and 
scientists from around the world. It is managed by the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection in cooperation with NOAA. 



Batfish Bash sponsors

Our Board of Directors
Craig Seibert, President; Julie Edmister, Vice President; Gina Lostracco, 
Treasurer; Steve Mutart, Secretary; Clay Brooker; Judith Hushon; Allan 
Kassman; Lisa Koehler; Robert Klus; Curt Witthoff

THE FRIENDS OF ROOKERY BAY
300 Tower Road ~ Naples, FL  34113

(239) 530-5971 ~ friends@rookerybay.org
rookerybay.org


